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Table Saw Buyer’s Guide

With the ability to rip and cross cut solid timber as well as re-
sizing sheet material quickly and accurately, a good quality table 
saw is a key workshop item for most keen woodworkers and is 
likely to be the starting point for many projects.

Nobody wants to spend more than they need to, but purchasing a cheaper machine 
with limited applications may prove more costly in the long run, especially as the 
table saw will probably be one of the most important machines in your workshop. If 
you soon outgrow its capabilities or find the features and accuracy are just not good 
enough as the starting point for your projects you could have wasted your money.

Our advice would be that the table saw is too important a machine to skimp on. Buy 
the best machine that you can afford and if the machine you need is beyond your 
budget, it may be better to wait and save than buy a cheaper machine that just won’t 
deliver and make every project a chore.

WHAT IS YOUR BUDGET?

Essential to a table saw is strength, longevity and capacity but above all it has to be 
accurate. Listed below are key aspects to consider when purchasing any table saw 
and how they affect the performance of the machine.

KEY ASPECTS TO CONSIDER

Table saws vary in size, function and price, so when drawing up a shortlist you need to 
consider your applications carefully and be clear what do you want to do with it.

The table saw will often be the starting point for many projects and can form the heart 
of the workshop, however user requirements differ. If you are machining or restoring 
furniture from solid timber - a good depth of cut, solid rip fence, powerful motor 
and heavy cast table may be your priorities. If you’re using a lot of sheet material, 
maximum rip from blade to fence, a good quality sliding carriage with good support 
and generous stroke will be far more important. If you are cutting a lot of veneered 
sheets a scoring blade to minimise chipping is an invaluable feature so make sure you 
have a clear idea of your likely projects and applications to ensure that the machine 
will be up to the job.

CHOOSING A SUITABLE SAW
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Record Power Mitre Fences & Slots
The mitre slots and fences we provide are fitted to sliding beams that run right up to 
the blade and the fences can be locked in position on the beam to provide complete 
accuracy. This system is used in industrial panel saws for accurate cutting of sheets 
over distances up to 3.2 m and is far superior to the traditional slot and fence for 
accurate cross cutting.

Others Mitre Fences & Slots 
Traditional slots introduce inaccuracy which is often not helped by the quality of mitre 
fence provided – often plastic or cheap alloy, insubstantial and difficult to use.

On many traditional table saws the mitre fence and slots have been 
the provided method of cutting angles but there is an inherent 
weakness in this system because in order to allow smooth movement 
of the fence in the slot there has to be a certain amount of tolerance 
which by definition introduces the potential for inaccuracy. Traditional 
slots are also set a distance from the blade so the workpiece has to 
cope with friction from the table and unless supported for the full 
distance further inaccuracy can be introduced. 

MITRE FENCE & MITRE SLOTS

RIP FENCE & RAILS

Record Power Rip Fence & Rails
Our rip fences use sturdy extrusions mounted on a heavy grey iron casting for 
solid support. Cam action or brass screws provide quick, simple and solid locking 
mechanisms and all our fences offer micro-adjustment as standard. The fence rails are 
solid steel bars as you would find on industrial machines and the simple but effective 
adjustment is provided by a bolt system – once set it will not move easily.

Others Rip Fences & Rails 
Many of our competitors use aluminium extrusions for the fence rail as well as the 
fence itself. Aluminium extrusions are suitable for the fence but are not ideal for the 
fence rail as this is the main support mechanism and does not want to flex or bend. In 
addition many extrusion rails are clamped directly to the table edge so adjustment is 
often only possible with crude shimming methods. 

Accurate ripping or straight cutting relies on an accurate rip fence. 
The rip fence should be sturdy but provide adjustment to ensure 
accuracy in relation to the blade and to the table. It should be 
possible to set the fence so that it ends just past the centre of the 
blade to avoid binding of the workpiece against the fence which can 
result in kickback. 


